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WHAT IS THIS MONTH’S MYSTERY CONDITION? Join the conversation at www.eyenet.org, where you can post a comment on this image. 

LAST MONTH’S BLINK

Epithelial Ingrowth

A healthy 56-year-old man who had undergone LASIK in our 
clinic 14 years ago returned, noting a gradual decrease 
in near vision over several years. The patient described a 

“white spot” developing on his right cornea. Vision in the right 
eye was 20/30 at distance and J1+ at near with a +2.00 lens. Ex-
amination revealed a white, dense, plaque-like lesion, measuring 
2.0 x 6.4 mm, in the LASIK flap interface inferior to the visual 
axis in the right eye. The LASIK flap was clear in the left eye.
	 The presumed diagnosis is epithelial ingrowth. A flap lift and 
irrigation were performed. On postoperative day 1, the opacity 
was significantly clearer; however, residual scarring outlining his 
lesion was present.
	 This presentation of epithelial ingrowth is unusual because of 
the density and large area of ingrowth. The patient had moved 
away from the area shortly after his LASIK surgery without any 
follow-up care, and this contributed to the extent of this growth. 

Epithelial ingrowth is typically seen 1 mm from the LASIK flap 
edge and is usually not visually significant.    

Written by Gary L. Legault, MD, and Alan N. Carlson, MD, Duke Eye 
Center, Durham, N.C.

Tiffanie Keaton, Duke Eye Center, Durham, N.C.


