
WHAT’S HAPPENING

n	Leadership Development  
Program Welcomes a New Class
The Academy’s Leadership Develop-
ment Program (LDP) XVI held its 
graduation session in conjunction with 
AAO 2014. The incoming LDP XVII, 
class of 2015, met in San Francisco 
from Jan. 16 to 18 along with partici-
pants from the complementary leader-
ship programs of the Pan-American 
Association of Ophthalmology and the 
European Society of Ophthalmology. 
In addition to visits to Academy head-
quarters to hear from Academy Presi-
dent and LDP graduate Russell N. Van 
Gelder, MD, PhD, and Academy Ex-
ecutive Vice President and CEO David 
W. Parke II, MD, the LDP participants 
had two-and-a-half days of interactive 
sessions on association management 
and leadership topics. 

TAKE NOTICE

n	March 1 Deadline for IRIS 
Registry and Meaningful Use
If you integrate your electronic health 
records (EHR) with the IRIS Registry 
(Intelligent Research in Sight), you can 
use the IRIS Registry to participate 
in the Physician Quality Reporting 
System and to satisfy two components 
of the EHR meaningful use (MU) 
program. You will be able to 1) report 
the MU clinical quality measures and 

2) meet MU Menu Measure 6, which 
requires that you are able to identify 
and report cases to a specialized reg-
istry. Register by March 1 if you wish 
to use the IRIS Registry for MU Menu 
Measure 6.

To register, visit www.aao.org/iris 
registry.

n	Mara Liasson to Give MYF 
Keynote Address
The 2015 Mid-Year Forum (MYF) is 
scheduled for April 15-18 at the Marri-

ott Marquis in Washington, D.C. Dur-
ing the Awards Banquet on Thursday, 
April 16, the keynote address, “Politics 
and Elections,” will be given by Mara 
Liasson, national political correspon-
dent for National Public Radio and 
contributor to Fox News Channel. 
 
n	Register for the 2015 MOC 
Exam Review Course
Prepare for maintenance of certifica-
tion (MOC) exams with the Academy’s 
MOC Exam Review Course. Expert 
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IMPACT LEGISLATION: Participate in  
Congressional Advocacy Day.

LDP XVI GRADUATION. The class of 2014 completed its final session in Chicago.  
Back row, from left to right: Jeffrey P. Gallo, MD, Thomas W. Harper, MD, Kevin C. 
Engel, MD, Anika G. Bradley, MD, Kenneth P. Adams, DO, William W. Motley, MS, 
MD, and  Andrew T. Thliveris, MD, PhD. Middle row: Krishna S. Kishor, MD, Eric L. 
Fry, MD, Jason W. Dimmig, MD, V. Nicholas Batra, MD, Shannath L. Merbs, MD, 
PhD, and Michael S. Jacobs, MD. Front row: R.V. Paul Chan, MD, Jessica B. Ciral-
sky, MD, Aaron P. Weingeist, MD, LDP Director and LDP IV, class of 2002 gradu-
ate, Cecily A. Lesko, MD, and William K. Wong Jr., MD. Not pictured: Christopher 
A. Girkin, MD, Namtran H. Pham, MD, and Donald U. Stone, MD.
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ophthalmologists will guide you 
through an in-depth review of Core 
Ophthalmic Knowledge and your 
choice of one or two practice emphasis 
areas. The course will be held July 17-
19 at the Loews Chicago O’Hare Hotel 
in Rosemont, Ill. 

To register, visit www.aao.org/ 
moc-course.

n	ONE Resident Resources Now  
Available to All Members 
Some educational resources from 
The Resident Hub, previously a paid 
Academy subscription service, are 
now open to all members. In the new 
Residents section of the ONE Network, 
you’ll find introductory courses, an-
nual meeting lectures, courses on in-
terpersonal skills from Astute Doctor, 
and more.

For more information, visit www.
aao.org/one and select “Residents.”

ACADEMY STORE 

n	Use Online Products to Code 
Correctly for ICD-10 
The Academy’s online coding prod-
ucts, Ophthalmic Coding Coach Online 
Subscription and ICD-10 for Oph-
thalmology Online Subscription, now 
include both ICD-9 and ICD-10 codes, 
making it easy for you and your staff 
to transition to the new code set on 
Oct. 1. Both offer the most up-to-date 
information and allow you to search 
by keywords or codes. Receive up to 
40 percent savings on these products 
when you get the multiuser license op-
tion. 

For more information, visit www.
aao.org/store.

MEETING MATTERS

n	Discover What’s in Store:  
AAO 2015
Join your colleagues and the Academy 
in Las Vegas for AAO 2015. The meet-
ing will take place Nov. 14-17 at Sands 
Expo and Convention Center and The 
Venetian. It will be preceded by Sub-
specialty Day, Nov. 13-14.

For meeting updates, visit www.aao.
org/2015. 

n	Abstract Submission Deadlines: 
Papers/Posters and Videos
If you are interested in presenting at 
AAO 2015 in Las Vegas, you must sub-

mit your abstracts online. The online 
abstract submitter for paper/posters 
and videos opens on March 12 and 
closes on April 14.

For more information and to submit 
your abstract, visit www.aao.org/pre 
sentercentral.

A c a d e m y  N o t e b o o k

The Academy’s 2015 Congressional Advocacy 
Day (CAD) will be held April 15-16 in conjunc-
tion with the Mid-Year Forum (MYF), which 

takes place April 15-18. 
Become an advocate. By participating in CAD, you 

can create strong relationships with elected officials, 
strengthen ophthalmology’s presence on Capitol Hill, 
build support for key legislative issues, and ensure 
that federal laws and regulations promote quality eye 
care for patients. This year’s CAD will highlight physician payment reform, relief from 
quality improvement program penalties, and electronic health records (EHRs). On 
the evening of April 15, attendees will be briefed on key legislative priorities and will 
learn how to lobby Congress in support of quality patient care. On April 16, partici-
pants will meet with members of Congress and congressional staff.

New focus for 2015 MYF. MYF will feature health policy and practice management 
themes and provide concrete information that can be incorporated into practices 
back home. Thursday afternoon’s opening session, “Payment Trends in the Insurance 
Marketplace,” is followed on Friday by a series of hearings ranging from ophthalmol-
ogy EHRs in 2015 to surviving an audit. The MYF concludes with “New Era in Qual-
ity Reporting: Patient Outcomes All the Time.” 

Unite with your colleagues. In an effort to encourage communication and coopera-
tion among the leadership of ophthalmology, 19 ophthalmic subspecialty and spe-
cialized-interest societies are promoting attendance among their respective member-
ships. In addition, ophthalmology training programs, as well as state, subspecialty, 
and specialized-interest societies, are supporting resident and fellow attendance 
through the Academy’s Advocacy Ambassador Program. 

Register for MYF and CAD. The MYF will be held at the Marriott Marquis in Wash-
ington, D.C. Preregistration is available until March 20. The registration fee is $200 
until March 2 and $250 after March 2 and onsite. The fee includes MYF materials, 
CAD, and most meals. Or attend only CAD and register for free.  

For more information and to register, visit www.aao.org/myf.

D.C. REPORT: Par t i c ipa te  in  P o l i t i c s

Rep. Adam Smith (right, 
D-Wa.) meets with Acad-
emy 2015 President Rus-
sell N. Van Gelder, MD, 
PhD (middle) and Michael 
Brush, MD, on Capitol Hill 
in 2014.


