TABLE A5-1

DRY EYE SEVERITY GRADING SCHEME

Dry Eye Severity Level

1

2

3

4*

Discomfort, severity &
frequency

Mild and/or episodic; occurs
under environmental stress

Moderate episodic or
chronic, stress or no stress

Severe frequent or constant
without stress

Severe and/or disabling and
constant

Visual symptoms None or episodic mild Annoying and/or activity Annoying, chronic and/or Constant and/or possibly
fatigue limiting, episodic constant, limiting activity disabling
Conjunctival injection None to mild None to mild +/- +/++
Conjunctival staining None to mild Variable Moderate to marked Marked
Corneal staining None to mild Variable Marked central Severe punctate erosions
(severity/location)
Cornealltear signs None to mild Mild debris, | meniscus Filamentary keratitis, mucus Filamentary keratitis, mucus
clumping, 1 tear debris clumping, 1 tear debris, ulceration
Lid/meibomian glands MGD variably present MGD variably present Frequent Trichiasis, keratinization,
symblepharon
TFBUT (sec) Variable <10 <5 Immediate
Schirmer score Variable <10 <5 <2
(mm/5 min)

Reproduced with permission from Lemp MA (Chair). Definition and Classification Subcommittee of the International Dry Eye Workshop. The definition and classification
of dry eye disease: report of the Definition and Classification Subcommittee of the International Dry Eye Workshop (2007). Ocul Surf 2007;5:88.

TFBUT = fluorescein tear break-up time; MGD = meibomian gland disease
* Must have signs AND symptoms.



