[image: image1.jpg]AMERICAN ACADEMY
OF OPHTHALMOLOGY
The Eye M.D. Association





For Immediate Release
February 2007
Contact:







International Media Relations

(415) 447-0301
smedeiros@aao.org
Academy Unveils Affiliate Membership Program at the 65th All India Ophthalmological Society Conference

SAN FRANCISCO – The American Academy of Ophthalmology’s international envoy Michael W. Brennan, MD, this month traveled to Hyderabad, India to address the opening session of the 2007 All India Ophthalmological Society (AIOS) Conference, the largest association of eye surgeons in India. Dr. Brennan announced a new pilot program that allows the Academy to share its educational resources with more ophthalmologists around the world. 

It’s called the Affiliate Membership Program and it provides ophthalmologists an opportunity to be part of the Academy at a reduced price and to gain access to information available only to members. Currently a pilot program, it’s offered only to ophthalmologists in India and the Philippines.

“Many attendees at this conference were interested in learning more about becoming Affiliate Members of the Academy,” said Dr. Brennan. “We at the Academy are also excited about this program because it will allow us to share our educational resources with individual ophthalmologists worldwide.
Affiliate Members receive access to all electronic information on the Academy Web site, including the journal Ophthalmology and EyeNet magazine. They receive member discounts for books and can attend the Academy’s Annual Meeting for a discounted registration fee. In addition, Affiliate Members receive a Membership certificate and a listing in the Membership Directory.
Other Academy members and staff were also in India to present a scientific symposium, as well as Academy-produced educational material. They also launched the AIOS Leadership Development Program.
The Academy started the Leadership Development Program almost 10 years ago to prepare ophthalmologists with the skills needed to lead their ophthalmological society in the future. The Academy helps other international ophthalmic societies develop their own versions of this award-winning program. 

Sundaram Natarajan, MD, chair of the AIOC Scientific Program, participated as an AIOS member in the Academy’s Leadership Development Program (class of 2006) and subsequently developed a version of this program for his society. 
All Leadership Development Program participants are expected to complete a project that would benefit the Society that nominated them. Dr. Natarajan chose to develop an AIOS Leadership Development Program, which was launched during this month’s Conference with 18 participants hailing from states all over India.

Three graduates of the American Leadership Development Program – Robert Copeland, MD, of the Washington D.C. Metropolitan Ophthalmological Society, Nathan Ravi, MD, of the Association of Veterans Affairs Ophthalmologists and Mary Lawrence, MD, associate chief of ophthalmology at the Minnesota Veterans Affairs Hospital – also traveled to India to assist Dr. Natarajan launch the AIOS program. They spoke to the AIOS Leadership Development participants about the benefits of this program.

“This is a great program not just for the individual ophthalmologist, but for the society,” Dr. Brennan said. “The Leadership Development Program simply makes organizations stronger.”

“The Academy has a special relationship with the AIOS,” Dr. Brennan continued. “This is the fourth time the Academy has participated in an annual AIOS Conference, with each year building upon the last to create a truly beneficial relationship for both societies.” 
###

About the American Academy of Ophthalmology 

The American Academy of Ophthalmology is the world's largest association of eye physicians and surgeons—Eye M.D.s—with more than 27,000 members worldwide.  Eye health care is provided by the three “O’s” – opticians, optometrists and ophthalmologists. It is the ophthalmologist, or Eye M.D., who can treat it all: eye diseases and injuries, and perform eye surgery. To find an Eye M.D. in your area, visit the Academy's Web site at www.aao.org.
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