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American Academy of Ophthalmology and the International Council of Ophthalmology to Collaborate on Ophthalmic Education

SAN FRANCISCO – The American Academy of Ophthalmology and the International Council of Ophthalmology (ICO) today announced that they will collaborate on efforts to enhance training and continuing education of ophthalmologists in developing countries.

In early May, the Academy and ICO will send the 2008 edition of the Academy's Basic and Clinical Science Course (BCSC) to 200 ophthalmology residency training programs in 61 countries, at no cost to the programs. The 13-volume BCSC is a core educational component for residents, covering all aspects of ophthalmology from basic anatomy, optics, and pathology to more specialized topics including cataract, glaucoma and retina.

“The Academy is excited to be collaborating with the ICO on the efforts to enhance ophthalmic education internationally,” said H. Dunbar Hoskins, Jr., MD, executive vice president of the Academy. “Education is at the core of the Academy’s mission, and providing robust educational offerings to ophthalmologists in developing countries is an important step in helping us to extend that mission internationally.” 

“We are pleased to collaborate with the Academy on this significant effort,” said Bruce E. Spivey MD, president of the ICO. "The ICO is dedicated to enhancing ophthalmic education and access to eye care worldwide, but with a particular focus on developing countries. We are happy to help make some of the Academy's excellent educational programs available to those who would not otherwise have access. This will not only support training and continuing education of ophthalmologists but also, in the long run, enhance patient care."

The ICO and the Academy plan to continue this collaboration with future projects focused on ophthalmic education in the developing world.

About the American Academy of Ophthalmology 

The American Academy of Ophthalmology is the world's largest association of eye physicians and surgeons—Eye M.D.s—with more than 27,000 members worldwide.  Eye health care is provided by the three “O’s” – opticians, optometrists and ophthalmologists. It is the ophthalmologist, or Eye M.D., who can treat it all: eye diseases and injuries, and perform eye surgery. To find an Eye M.D. in your area, visit the Academy's Web site at www.aao.org. 

About the International Council of Ophthalmology

The International Council of Ophthalmology (ICO) is a federation of more than 100 national and subspecialty societies of ophthalmologists and related organizations worldwide. The ICO works with those societies and others to enhance ophthalmic education and improve access to the highest quality eye care in order to preserve and restore vision for the people of the world. Additional information is available at www.icoph.org.
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