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Academy Recognizes First Two Recipients of The International Ophthalmologist Education Award
SAN FRANCISCO – The American Academy of Ophthalmology is pleased to recognize the first two recipients of a new award for our international members — The International Ophthalmologist Education Award. Maria Alejandra Carrasco, MD, who practices in Mendoza, Argentina and Prashant Bhatia, MS, who practices in Dubai, U.A.E.

The award was developed in 2006 to recognize international Academy members who pursue lifelong education in ophthalmology. To qualify, international members need to complete 90 continuing medical education (CME) credits over a period of three years. Half the credits must be Academy-sponsored CME. The award is only for International members who have completed their training.

When Dr. Carrasco received notice of the International Ophthalmologist Education Award, she immediately decided to apply. She’s a frequent user of the Academy’s online Education Resource Center, and has listed it under the “My Favorites” section on her computer.

For both Dr. Carrasco and Dr. Bhatia, the Academy’s online educational resources are fundamental to keeping up with the latest knowledge and technical skills. 

“I think it’s a brilliant way to acknowledge those who are pursuing continuing education,” Dr. Bhatia said. “CME courses are one of the main reasons I access the Academy Web site regularly. The opportunity to maintain a record of both my Academy and non Academy credits was ideal. I decided to apply for the award because it encouraged me to document my credit hours, to maintain an appropriate record and more importantly, it helped me stay updated.”

Dr. Carrasco completed her 90 hours of CME credits by taking online courses, reading Cases (a review of clinical interpretation in the diagnosis of eye disorders), Focal Points and the Basic and Clinical Science Course (BCSC).

“This activity is very useful for me because I’m involved in the training of the residents and medical students at the University National of Cuyo,” Dr. Carrasco said.

She’s also an attending physician at a regional public hospital where plans are underway for a new Department of Glaucoma. “Because of this project I’ve been consulting the glaucoma section of the BCSC to prepare the educational program for the future department. In my opinion the BCSC is an obligatory bibliography for residency programs,” she said.

Dr. Bhatia said he didn’t waste any time applying for the award because, “I figured it would be an honor to receive such a felicitation from the Academy.” For the Academy’s part, it was an honor to bestow The International Ophthalmologist Education Award to these two dedicated ophthalmologists.
###

About the American Academy of Ophthalmology 

AAO is the world's largest association of eye physicians and surgeons—Eye M.D.s—with more than 27,000 members worldwide.  Eye health care is provided by the three “O’s” – opticians, optometrists and ophthalmologists. It is the ophthalmologist, or Eye M.D., who can treat it all: eye diseases and injuries, and perform eye surgery. To find an Eye M.D. in your area, visit the Academy's Web site at www.aao.org.
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