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American Academy of Ophthalmology Announces the 2006-2007 Leadership Development Program International Participant
SAN FRANCISCO – The American Academy of Ophthalmology would like to welcome into our award-winning Leadership Development Program Jun-Shyan Wong, MBBS, of Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

The Leadership Development Program identifies and prepares ophthalmologists with the skills they need to lead their society in the future. Each spring, the Academy solicits nominations for the upcoming program year. State, subspecialty and specialized interest ophthalmic societies are invited to nominate a member who has demonstrated a commitment to their society and who has shown potential to become a leader of their organization. Dr. Wong was nominated by the Asia Pacific Academy of Ophthalmology

Dr. Wong is this year’s international participant. He joins 18 others selected from the United States.  The program begins with an orientation session at the 2006 Joint Meeting in Las Vegas.

They will next visit the Academy's San Francisco headquarters and participate in an interactive two-day meeting in January 2007. A session in April 2007 at the Academy's Mid-Year Forum in Washington, D.C., will focus on their advocacy skills. Participants will graduate at a final session at the Academy's 2007 Annual Meeting in New Orleans. 

The Academy also helps international ophthalmic societies develop their own leadership programs. The Pan-American Association of Ophthalmology (PAAO) is now beginning the fourth year of its Curso de Liderazgo and the European Society of Ophthalmology launched its EuLDP last year. The All India Society of Ophthalmology is preparing to launch its program in February while the Middle East African Council of Ophthalmology will welcome its first class of participants during its IXth International Congress this March. 

This week in Las Vegas the Academy will host a concurrent Joint Orientation Session for the Academy and PAAO leadership classes, as well as a Joint Final Session for the Academy and PAAO classes.

The Academy’s Leadership Development Program was honored by the American Society of Association Executives (ASAE) in its 2001 Gold Circle Awards program for excellence and innovation in association management, and was recognized in ASAE’s April 2002 edition of Association Management magazine.

###

About the American Academy of Ophthalmology 

AAO is the world's largest association of eye physicians and surgeons—Eye M.D.s—with more than 27,000 members worldwide.  Eye health care is provided by the three “O’s” – opticians, optometrists and ophthalmologists. It is the ophthalmologist, or Eye M.D., who can treat it all: eye diseases and injuries, and perform eye surgery. To find an Eye M.D. in your area, visit the Academy's Web site at www.aao.org.
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