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American Academy of Ophthalmology to Participate in the IX International Congress of the Middle East African Council of Ophthalmology
SAN FRANCISCO – The American Academy of Ophthalmology is pleased to announce its participation in the IX International Congress of the Middle East African Council of Ophthalmology (MEACO) to be held March 29 to April 1, 2007, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
“The MEACO Congress is a great opportunity for the Academy to support physician education in the Middle East and Africa and to continue developing a mutually beneficial relationship between our societies,” said Michael W. Brennan, MD, the Academy’s international envoy.
The Academy has organized a symposium on the contemporary management of common vitreoretinal disorders, scheduled for 2 to 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, March 31. This symposium will review the best evidence-based information on both medical and surgical therapy. Five Academy members will travel to Dubai to present at the symposium.
The speakers include:

Academy President C.P. Wilkinson, MD, of Baltimore, Md., United States. He is chairman of the Department of Ophthalmology, Greater Baltimore Medical Center, and is a professor, Department of Ophthalmology, at Johns Hopkins University. Dr. Wilkinson will discuss vitreoretinal complications of refractive surgery.
Scott Friedman, MD, of Lakeland, Fla., United States. He is a retina specialist with the Central Florida Retina Institute. Dr. Friedman will discuss current management options for diabetic retinopathy.
Khalid Mahmoud, MD, of Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. He is a vitreoretinal consultant at The Eye Center in Riyadh. Dr. Mahmoud will discuss current options for macular degeneration.
Colin McCannel, MD, of Mineapolis, Minn., United States. He is assistant professor of ophthalmology, Department of Ophthalmology, at the Mayo Clinic. Dr. McCannel will discuss current options for branch and central retinal venous occlusive disorders.
Murat Oncel, MD, of Istanbul, Turkey. He is professor and chairman, Department of Ophthalmology, at Yeditepe University Medical School. Dr. Oncel will discuss management options for primary retinal detachment. 
Dr. Brennan and Stephanie J. Marioneaux, MD, will also attend the MEACO Congress to help launch MEACO’s Leadership Development Program. Dr. Marioneaux is an Academy Trustee-at-Large and the media relations speaker for the Academy’s Leadership Development Program.
The Academy started the Leadership Development Program almost 10 years ago to prepare ophthalmologists with the skills required to become the next generation of leaders for their ophthalmological societies. The Academy has helped three other international ophthalmic societies develop their own versions of this award-winning program: the All India Ophthalmological Society, the Pan-American Association of Ophthalmology and the European Society of Ophthalmology.
Ayman Salah, MD, of Egypt, is the director of the MEACO Leadership program, which currently has 16 participants.

Drs. Wilkinson, Brennan and Marioneaux will speak to the MEACO Leadership Development participants about the benefits of the program.

“This is a great program not just for the individual ophthalmologist, but for the society,” Dr. Brennan said. “The Leadership Development Program simply makes organizations stronger.”
Lastly, Academy staff will attend the MEACO Congress to showcase Academy education materials and to produce the Academy’s electronic newsletter, Academy Express Live, highlighting the top clinical headlines from the Congress.
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The American Academy of Ophthalmology is the world's largest association of eye physicians and surgeons—Eye M.D.s—with more than 27,000 members worldwide. Eye health care is provided by the three “O’s” – opticians, optometrists and ophthalmologists. It is the ophthalmologist, or Eye M.D., who can treat it all: eye diseases and injuries, and perform eye surgery. To find an Eye M.D. in your area, visit the Academy's Web site at www.aao.org.

