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Blink

LAST MONTH’S BLINK

Light Toxicity

Marcela Hickey, CRA, Bascom Palmer Eye Institute, Univer-
sity of Miami.

A 60-year-old female underwent pars plana vitrec-

tomy and membrane stripping for visually signifi-

cant epiretinal membrane. A xenon light source 

was used during surgery. No adjuvant, such as indocya-

nine green, was used to stain the membrane.  

Following surgery, visual acuity declined to 20/200 

in the operated eye. This fundus autofluorescence im-

age, obtained approximately two months after surgery, 

demonstrates pigment mottling in the region of the 

membrane peel. 

Phototoxicity is an infrequent complication of in-

traocular surgery. In this case, it may have been associ-

ated with the operating microscope, the intraocular light 

source or both.

Written by Stephen G. Schwartz, MD, and William E. 

Smiddy, MD, Bascom Palmer Eye Institute, University of 

Miami. Edited by Michael P. Kelly, CPT. 

What is this month’s mystery condition? Find the answer in the next issue or post your comments online now at www.eyenetmagazine.org.
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