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MYSTERY IMAGE

BLINK

WHAT IS THIS MONTH’S MYSTERY CONDITION? 
Join the conversation at aao.org/eyenet, where  
you can post a comment on this image.

LAST MONTH’S BLINK

Silicone Bubble From Avastin Syringe

A woman in her 80s 
who was undergo-
ing treatment for 

wet age-related macular 
degeneration presented 
complaining of a new floater. 
The floater had appeared a 
few days after she received 
an intravitreal injection of 
an anti–vascular endothelial 
growth factor drug. The slit-
lamp examination revealed a 
quiet and white eye, clear cornea, quiet anterior  
chamber, and a well-centered intraocular lens.  
The dilated fundus examination showed an old 
posterior vitreous detachment without cells and 
a small “bubble” floating in the mid vitreous. 
The macula was noted to have confluent drusen 
with retinal pigment epithelial and fibrovascular 
changes. 

Based on the patient’s history and examination, 
the “bubble” was determined to be silicone oil 
from the previous intravitreal injection. Silicone 
oil is used as a lubricant to facilitate movement of 

the plunger during injection, and the presence  
of silicone oil droplets after intravitreal injections 
has been previously reported in the literature.1,2 
As the patient adapted to this new floater over 
time, the recommended treatment was continued 
observation.

1 Bakri SJ, Ekdawi NS. Retina. 2008;28(7):996-1001.

2 Kocabora MS et al. Acta Ophthalmol. 2010;88(2):e44-45. 
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