
WHAT’S HAPPENING

n	New York Society Reaches Out 
to YOs
On May 16, the New York State Oph-
thalmological Society’s (NYSOS) 
Young Ophthalmologist (YO) Com-
mittee held its YO New York! program 
at the Manhattan Eye, Ear and Throat 
Hospital. The session, developed by 
Grace Sun, MD, chair of the commit-
tee, along with committee members Ji-
axi Ding, MD, and Brad E. Kligman, 
MD, offered both practice manage-
ment modules and an update on ad-
vocacy efforts across the country. “We 
wanted to hold a session that would 
meet the specific needs of young oph-
thalmologists in New York and address 
their concerns,” said Dr. Sun. 

The Academy has been encourag-
ing state societies to develop YO efforts 
and get YOs involved in advocacy via 
the Advocacy Ambassador Pro-
gram. Drs. Kligman and Ding 

both participated as 
2015 Advocacy Am-
bassadors sponsored 
by NYSOS. Dr. Sun  
is an Academy Lead-
ership Development 
Program (LDP) XVII 
participant nomi-
nated by NYSOS, and 
this session was a 
part of her LDP proj-
ect. With the support 
of seasoned NYSOS 
leaders, including 
Andrew M. Prince, 
MD, who also serves 
as a trustee-at-large 
for the Academy, YO 
New York! attracted 
approximately 60 residents from train-
ing programs across the state. Dr. 
Prince said, “We have to make efforts 
to provide value to the YO demograph-

ic, as joining member-
ship organizations isn’t 

a given the way it used to be. NYSOS 
and other state societies have lots of 
competition. I’m excited to see Dr. 
Sun and her team put on a successful 
program—NYSOS is committed to 
repeating this effort.” 
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YO NEW YORK! Three NYSOS Grand Rounds winners were 
honored during the session. From left to right: Dr. Sun, 
Siddarth Rathi, MD, Mamta V. Shah, MD, Audrey X. Tai, MD, 
and Dr. Prince. 
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FOR THE RECORD

n	Annual Business  
Meeting
Notice is hereby given that the 
Annual Business Meeting of 
the American Academy of Oph-
thalmology will be held Sunday, 
Nov. 15, 10:00-10:30 a.m., in 
Venetian Ballroom F at the  
Venetian in Las Vegas.

n	 Board Nominees 
In accordance with 
Academy bylaws, notice 
is hereby given of the 
following nominations 
for elected board posi-
tions on the 2016 board. 
These nominations were 
made by the Academy 
Board of Trustees in 
June. If elected, the fol-

lowing individuals will begin their 
terms on Jan. 1, 2016. 
President-Elect:
Cynthia A. Bradford, MD
Senior Secretary for Clinical Education
Louis B. Cantor, MD
Trustees-at-Large
Michael F. Chiang, MD
Cynthia Mattox, MD, FACS
Council Chair
Mathew W. MacCumber, MD, PhD

NOMINATED. If 
elected, Dr. Brad-
ford will be next 
year’s president-
elect.
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Council Vice Chair
Lynn K. Gordon, MD, PhD

n		Board Appointments
During the June Board of Trustees 
meeting, the following individual was 
appointed to the Board of Trustees and 
will begin his new term on Jan. 1, 2016.
International Trustee-at-Large
Liteh Wu, MD

n	Procedures for Nomination by 
Petition
On Jan. 1, 2016, 6 Board of Trustees 
positions will become vacant. Elec-
tions to fill those positions will take 
place by mail and electronic ballot af-
ter the Nov. 15, 2015, Annual Business 
Meeting.

To nominate a candidate by peti-
tion, submit a written petition to the 
Academy’s CEO no later than Sept. 16, 
2015. The petition must be signed by at 
least 50 voting Academy members and 
fellows.

To suggest a nominee for the 2017 
board, watch for the call for nomina-
tions that will be published in the 
January 2016 EyeNet Magazine.

To read the rules in full, visit www.
aao.org/bylaws and see Article V.

ACADEMY STORE 

n	Study for the DOCK Exam
The September 2015 Demonstration 
of Ophthalmic Cognitive Knowledge 
(DOCK) examination is quickly ap-
proaching. The Academy has the ma-
terials you need to conquer this and 

other maintenance of certification 
(MOC) exams. Experience a live study 
course in the comfort of your home 
with the MOC Exam Review Course 
on Demand, 2014-2016 audio record-
ings and presentation slides from the 
July 2014 live course. Or assess your 
knowledge with online practice exams 
in the Practicing Ophthalmologists 
Learning System, 2014-2016. 

For more MOC Essentials, visit 
www.aao.org/moc.

n	Now Available: 2016  
ICD-10-CM for Ophthalmology
ICD-10 launches on Oct. 1. Ensure that 
your coding and chart documentation 

are as accurate as possible with 
the Academy’s newly revised 
2016 ICD-10-CM for Ophthal-
mology: The Complete Reference 
book. It includes tabular and 
alphabetical listings of codes, 
ICD-9 to ICD-10 conversions of 
frequently reported diagnoses 
in ophthalmology, quick refer-
ence guides by subspecialty, and 
more. The ICD-10-CM for Oph-

thalmology online subscription is also 
newly updated. The online version is 
easily searchable, includes both ICD-9 
and ICD-10 codes, coding clues, and a 
notes section.

To order, visit www.aao.org/store.

A c a d e m y  N o t e b o o k

n ONE SPOTLIGHT: Effectively manage your CME. The CME area of the ONE 
Network has been upgraded for easier, more efficient use. 

In the Claim CME Credit and View Transcript area, the new education dash-
board visually summarizes your CME activities and highlights ONE Network 
activities that 
you started but 
have not yet 
completed, or 
finished but 
have not claimed 
credit for. 

In the Browse 
All CME Activi-
ties area, Academy CME-bearing activities appear in list format. From there,  
apply easy-to-use filters to search by opportunity type (e.g., case-based or 
course-based offerings), content area (e.g., subspecialty, practice manage-
ment), or CME type (e.g., ethics, general, or self-assessment). All activities  
are linked from the list for quick access. You can self-report credits for most 
Academy activities, and credits will be added to your transcript instantly.

To view, visit www.aao.org/cme.

SUMMARY BENCHMARKS NOW IN 13 LANGUAGES. The Academy’s Summary Bench-
marks, which contain the most relevant information in Academy’s Preferred Practice 
Pattern guidelines, have now been translated into 13 languages: Arabic, Chinese, 
Farsi, French, Greek, Hungarian, Italian, Polish, Portuguese, Serbian, Spanish, Thai, 
and Turkish. To download for free, visit the ONE 
Network at www.aao.org/benchmarks. 

GLOBAL ONE VIDEO CONTEST. Congratulations to 
Leandro C. Zacharias, MD, of São Paulo, Brazil, 
for winning the first annual Global ONE Video 
Contest. Watch his video, Surgical Management 
of Posterior Retinal Folds, on the ONE Network’s 
Global Ophthalmology (GO) Guide. To view, visit 
www.aao.org/global-ophthalmology-guide.

GO GUIDE: NEW FEATURES. The GO Guide has several new topics for ophthalmologists 
working in underserved and developing areas around the world. The articles include 
region-specific information on treatment and management. Visit the new online 
course, “What Is Measured and What It Means in Global Eye Health,” by David S. 
Friedman, MD, of the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. To view, 
visit www.aao.org/global-ophthalmology-guide. 

OPHTHALMOLOGY WORLD NEWS 
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2015 AWARDS 

n Announcing the 2015 Academy Awards 
It is with pleasure that the Academy Board of Trustees and 
the Awards Committee announce this year’s recipients.

SPECIAL AWARDS
These awardees are invited 
to attend AAO 2015 in Las 
Vegas as guests of the Acad-
emy President, Russell N. Van 
Gelder, MD, PhD.

n GUEST OF HONOR AWARD
This award honors individuals 
selected by the president for 
contributions to ophthalmol-
ogy and the Academy.
Stuart L. Fine, MD 
Robert E. Kalina, MD 
Kris Palczewski, PhD

n DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 
AWARD
This award honors individuals 
or organizations for ongoing 
notable service to both oph-
thalmology and the Academy.
Research to Prevent Blindness 

n SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
AWARD
This award recognizes indi-
viduals for their lifetime com-

mitment to and support of 
ophthalmology.
Academy Lifetime Achieve-  
 ment Award Recipients

n  OUTSTANDING HUMANI-
TARIAN SERVICE AWARD
This award recognizes 
Academy members for their 
outstanding contribution to 
humanitarian efforts, such as 
participation in charitable ac-
tivities, care of the indigent, 
involvement in community 
service, and other forms of 
care performed above and be-
yond the typical duties of an 
ophthalmologist.
Stephen L. Beaty, MD
Gary E. Fish, MD 

n OUTSTANDING ADVOCATE 
AWARD
This award recognizes Acade-
my members for participation 
in advocacy at the state and/
or federal levels.
Jean E. Ramsey, MD 

n INTERNATIONAL BLINDNESS 
PREVENTION AWARD
This award honors individuals 
who have made a significant 
contribution to the prevention 
of blindness or the restoration 
of sight around the world.
James E. Standefer, MD

ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 
PROGRAM
The Achievement Award pro-
gram recognizes individuals 
(members and nonmembers) 
for their time and contribu-
tion to the scientific programs 
of the annual meeting and 
those who serve as Academy 
committee members, repre-
sentatives, trustees, coun-
cilors, authors, coauthors, 
and reviewers of educational 
material. 

n LIFE ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Individuals who have cumu-
latively earned 60 points and 
have made significant con-
tributions to ophthalmology 
as determined by the Awards 
Committee are nominated to 
receive this award.
Douglas R. Anderson, MD,   
 FARVO

Anthony C. Arnold, MD
Dimitri T. Azar, MD
Rubens Belfort Jr., MD, PhD
James D. Brandt, MD
Susan B. Bressler, MD
Antonio Capone Jr., MD
Janet Louise Davis, MD
Eugene de Juan Jr., MD
Jay S. Duker, MD
Ronald Leigh Fellman, MD,   
 OCS
Jill Annette Foster, MD, FACS
Robert A. Goldberg, MD
Hans E. Grossniklaus, MD
Eve J. Higginbotham, MD
John Bryan Holds, MD
Stephen A. Kamenetzky, MD,  
 OCS
Nick Mamalis, MD
Randall J. Olson, MD
Kirk H. Packo, MD
Kuldev Singh, MD, MPH
William E. Smiddy, MD
Alfred Sommer, MD, MHS
Richard F. Spaide, MD
Khalid F. Tabbara, MD
Trexler M. Topping, MD  
   
MORE ONLINE. To see the 
recipients of the Senior 
Achievement Award, Achieve-
ment Award, and Secretariat 
Awards, visit this article at 
www.eyenet.org.

A c a d e m y  N o t e b o o k

Under pressure from the Academy and other medical so-
cieties to improve its physician payment data releases, 
CMS made changes in its second annual release of 

data on Medicare payments to physicians and other providers. 
The new 2013 data set, released in June, included several no-
table improvements over last year. But problems remain. 

Payment distinction. Last year’s release lumped Part B drugs 
and payments for physician services together. This year, CMS is 
differentiating between them. Although the Academy is pleased 
that a distinction has been made, it is dismayed that these data 
reflect only gross payments and do not discern between physi-
cian drug compensation and the cost paid by the physicians for 
the Part B drugs.

Context for payment summary reports. Consumer-friendly 
descriptions replaced CPT code names in the summary reports 
of what CMS paid for. While the Academy agrees that these 
descriptions are helpful for the public, further context should be 

provided. For example, the public should be aware that ophthal-
mology has one of the highest percentages of Medicare patients 
among medical specialties.

Drug pricing and payments. CMS also explained drug prices 
more clearly; that is, it pays 106% of the average sales price. 
However, CMS did not discuss the sequestration cut that re-
duces actual payments to physicians to 104%.

Academy educating the public. The Academy and other medi-
cal societies successfully educated the media about the context 
needed to accurately analyze the data—particularly the distinc-
tion between Part B drug payments and payments for services. 
The Academy will continue to advise CMS on how to improve its 
reporting process to enhance the public’s understanding of the 
data.   

For more information, contact the Academy’s Government  
Affairs Division at 202-737-6662 or email politicalaffairs@ 
aaodc.org. 

D.C. REPORT: Physician  Drug  Payments  Data  Released




