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Preamble

The Code of Ethics of the American Academy of Ophthalmology applies to the American Academy of
Ophthalmology and to its Fellows and Members in any class of membership, and is enforceable by the
American Academy of Ophthalmology.

A. Principles Of Ethics

The Principles of Ethics form the first part of this Code of Ethics. They are aspirational and inspirational
model standards of exemplary professional conduct for all Fellows or Members of the Academy in any
class of membership. They serve as goals for which Academy Fellows and Members should constantly
strive. The Principles of Ethics are not enforceable.

1. Ethics in Ophthalmology. Ethics address conduct and relate to what behavior is appropriate or
inappropriate, as reasonably determined by the entity setting the ethical standards. An issue of ethics in
ophthalmology is resolved by the determination that the best interests of patients are served.

2. Providing Ophthalmological Services. Ophthalmological services must be provided with
compassion, respect for human dignity, honesty and integrity.

5. Fees for Ophthalmological Services. Fees for ophthalmological services must not exploit patients
or others who pay for the services.

7. An Ophthalmologist's Responsibility. It is the responsibility of an ophthalmologist to act in the
best interest of the patient.

B. Rules of Ethics

The Rules of Ethics form the second part of this Code of Ethics. They are mandatory and descriptive
standards of minimally-acceptable professional conduct for all Fellows or Members of the Academy in
any class of membership. The Rules of Ethics are enforceable.

7. Delegation of Services. Delegation is the use of auxiliary health care personnel to provide eye
care services for which the ophthalmologist is responsible. An ophthalmologist must not delegate to an
auxiliary those aspects of eye care within the unique competence of the ophthalmologist (which do not
include those permitted by law to be performed by auxiliaries). When other aspects of eye care for
which the ophthalmologist is responsible are delegated to an auxiliary, the auxiliary must be qualified
and adequately supervised. An ophthalmologist may make different arrangements for the delegation
of eye care in special circumstances, so long as the patient's welfare and rights are the primary
considerations.

11. Commercial Relationships. An ophthalmologist's clinical judgment and practice must not be
affected by economic interest in, commitment to, or benefit from professionally-related commercial
enterprises.

April 2014



