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mystery image

BLINK

Last Month’s Blink

Intravitreal  
Cysticercosis With 
Exvaginated Scolex
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A 26-year-old man presented with com-
plaints of blurred vision in the left eye. 
His best-corrected visual acuity was 

20/400 in the left eye. Funduscopy in the left eye 
showed a single translucent, freely floating cyst 
with a dense white spot and undulating move-
ment characteristic of Cysticercus cellulosae. The 
scolex showed a momentary exvagination from 
the cyst and was captured photographically. Mag-
netic resonance imaging of the brain did not show 
any evidence of cysticercosis. The patient under-
went pars plana vitrectomy for surgical removal of 
the cyst.

C. cellulosae, the larval stage of Taenia solium, 
is a common intraocular parasite that enters the 
eye from the choroid, lodges under the retina, and 

may migrate into the vitreous cavity. Typically, the 
scolex remains invaginated, forming a hyperdense 
white center. In our patient, the cyst showed an 
exvaginated scolex.
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What is this month’s mystery condition? Join the conversation at www.aao.org/eyenet, where 
you can post a comment on this image.


