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LettersLetters

Regarding “Weighed 
Down by an Anchor”

We recently had the plea-
sure of reading “Weighed 
Down by an Anchor” 
(Morning Rounds, March). 
The patient presentation 
was clear and succinct,  
but the photomicrographs 
in figures 3A and 3B range 
from poorly illustrative to 
incorrect. 

Although a diagnosis  
of giant cell arteritis (GCA) may be established based on 
clinical features and ancillary laboratory testing, the gold 
standard for diagnosis is histopathology.1,2  Unfortunately, 
in this brief report, neither photograph in figure 3 demon-
strates the diagnostic granulomatous arteritis or fibrinoid 
necrosis of the vessel wall that allows for the diagnosis of 
GCA. If there is evidence of other sections of inflammation 
in the vascular media, these should have been illustrated in 
the photos provided in the article.

We are not commenting on whether or not this patient 
has GCA. We merely seek to make sure that the readers of 
EyeNet do not get the incorrect impression that the tempo-
ral artery findings in these images are diagnostic of GCA.  

Vamsee K. Neerukonda, MD
Anna M. Stagner, MD

Thaddeus P. Dryja, MD
Massachusetts Eye & Ear, Boston

1 Cavazza A et al. Am J Surg Pathol. 2014;38(10):1360-1370. 

2 Hayreh SS et al. Am J Ophthalmol. 1997;123(3):285-296. 

Editors’ note: EyeNet regrets the use of wrong images in the 
print edition of its March issue and thanks the authors of this 
month’s letter for identifying the mistake. To view the correct 
images, see the article online at aao.org/eyenet/archive.
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WRITE TO US. Send your letters of 150 words or fewer 
to us at EyeNet Magazine, American Academy of Oph-
thalmology, 655 Beach Street, San Francisco, CA 94109; 
e-mail eyenet@aao.org; or fax 415-561-8575. (EyeNet 
Magazine reserves the right to edit letters.)

SHARE YOUR COMMENTS ONLINE. In the online version 
of EyeNet, each article provides an opportunity to post a 
comment—just scroll down to the bottom of the article’s 
web page.
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