
TABLE 2    GUIDELINES FOR REFRACTIVE CORRECTION IN INFANTS AND YOUNG CHILDREN   

Condition 

Refractive Errors (diopters) 

Age <1 
year 

Age 1 to <2 
years 

Age 2 to <3 
years 

Age 3 to <4 
years 

Isoametropia  
(similar refractive error in both eyes) 

    

 Myopia 5.00 or more 4.00 or more 3.00 or more 2.50 or more 

 Hyperopia (no manifest 
deviation) 6.00 or more 5.00 or more 4.50 or more 3.50 or more  

 Hyperopia with esotropia 1.50 or more 1.00 or more 1.00 or more 1.00 or more 

 Astigmatism 3.00 or more 2.50 or more 2.00 or more 1.50 or more 

Anisometropia (without strabismus)*      

 Myopia 4.00 or more 3.00 or more 3.00 or more 2.50 or more 

 Hyperopia 2.50 or more 2.00 or more 1.50 or more 1.50 or more 

 Astigmatism 2.50 or more 2.00 or more 2.00 or more 1.50 or more 

NOTE: These values were generated by consensus and are based solely on professional experience and clinical 
impressions because there are no scientifically rigorous published data for guidance. The exact values are unknown and 
may differ among age groups; they are presented as general guidelines that should be tailored to the individual child. 
Specific guidelines for older children are not provided because refractive correction is determined by the severity of the 
refractive error, visual acuity, and visual symptoms. 

* The values represent the minimum difference in the magnitude of refractive error between eyes that would prompt 
refractive correction in the absence of other abnormalities. Thresholds for correction of anisometropia should be 
lower if the child has strabismus or amblyopia. 

 


