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Wording Matters
For further information,
contact:

I

write in response to
“Watch Your Words,”
(Letters, January). I
agree with Dr. Bloom. As
physicians, we use jargon
and also have a way of
thinking about things that is
often different from the way
the patient sees it.
Listening to how patients
respond (which may depend
on their education level) can
help you mold your own
response. Sometimes this
may mean using terms such
as “stronger” and “weaker,”
even though you would not
normally choose these.
Patients can easily and
understandably be very sensitive to some phrases taken
out of context. For example,
the word “malignant” used
to describe malignant glaucoma in a teaching round,
or the word “detachment”
in posterior vitreous detachment. We need to be careful
with the words we choose in
the presence of patients.
Rajkumar S. Lucas, MD
Ghent, Belgium

Which Surgery?
In response to the January
Clinical Update, “Marfan
Syndrome: Safer Surgeries
in Subluxation Cases,” Dr.

Shirley Goggin
Maine Society of
Eye Physicians and Surgeons
P.O. Box 190
Manchester, ME 04351
207-445-2260
sgoggin@mainemed.com

Past issues are available
online at www.eyenet.org/
archives.

Arbisser posted this comment
online. It is reprinted here
with her permission.

I

believe, especially given
the greater propensity
for retinal detachment
in these patients, that the
bag-sparing procedure described by Dr. Vasavada,
which leaves the hyaloid
intact, is far superior to any
other approach. I advocate
more surgeons learning this
technique. Especially in
children, the use of 8-0
Gore-Tex suture (approved
for cardiovascular procedures but off label for ophthalmic use) for Cionni ring
scleral fixation is optimal.
Lisa B. Arbisser, MD
Bettendorf, Iowa

Write to us Send your letters of 150 words or fewer to us
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Short Term (2 to 8 weeks)
Hands on
Phaco/S.I.C.S. Surgery Training
AI
Dr. P. N. Mahendra Eye Institute

(The Teaching and Training wing of
Khairabad Eye Hospital,
The premier Eye Hospital of Northern India)

Type of Courses offered:
1. For Beginners
2. Advance Course
The Trainee May Perform
60 “HANDS ON” Cases in 4 weeks
Under the Supervision and
guidance of experts.

For Details Contact:
The Administrator,
Dr. P. N. Mahendra Eye Institute
(Khairabad Eye Hospital) Swaroop Nagar, Kanpur
U.P., India Website: www.mahendraeyeinstitute.com
Email:- contact@mahendraeyeinstitute.com
kehp01@gmail.com
kehindia@hotmail.com
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THE CATARACT REFRACTIVE SUITE BY ALCON

power usage during occlusion conditions
(beeping tones), failure to sufficiently
aspirate viscoelastic prior to using
power, excessively tight incisions, and
combinations of the above actions may
result in significant temperature increases
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