
TABLE A4-1   VISUAL OUTCOME FOR LASER PHOTOCOAGULATION FROM THE DIABETIC RETINOPATHY STUDY 
Baseline Severity of Retinopathy Duration of Follow-up 

(Years) 
Control Patients  

(% with Severe Visual Loss) 
Treated Patients  

(% with Severe Visual Loss) 

Severe nonproliferative 2 
4 

3 
13 

3 
4 

Mild proliferative 2 
4 

7 
21 

3 
7 

High-risk proliferative 2 
4 

26 
44 

11 
20 

NOTE: Severe visual loss was defined as worse than 5/200 visual acuity at two or more consecutive completed visits (scheduled at 4-month 
intervals). 
 


