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MILD = microaneurysms only

MODERATE = more than just 
microaneurysms but less that  
severe NPDR

SEVERE = Any of the following  
(4–2–1 rule) and no signs  
of proliferative retinopathy:

• 	 Severe intraretinal hemorrhages  
and microaneurysms in each  
of four quadrants 

• 	 Definite venous beading in two 
or more quadrants

• 	 Moderate IRMA in one or more 
quadrants

PDR = one or both of the following: 
neovascularization or vitreous /
pre-retinal hemorrhage
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Scribe I Physician Tip: — 
TYPE I RETINOPATHY I SEVERITY I EDEMA

MILD = microaneurysms only

MODERATE = more than just 
microaneurysms but less that  
severe NPDR

SEVERE = Any of the following  
(4–2–1 rule) and no signs  
of proliferative retinopathy:

• 	 Severe intraretinal hemorrhages  
and microaneurysms in each  
of four quadrants 

• 	 Definite venous beading in two  
or more quadrants

• 	 Moderate IRMA in one or more 
quadrants

PDR = one or both of the following: 
neovascularization or vitreous /
pre-retinal hemorrhage


