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MYSTERY IMAGE

BLINK

LAST MONTH’S BLINK

Fungal Endophthalmitis

A 79-year-old woman who had a 
Boston keratoprosthesis (KPro) 
Type 1 in her left eye presented 

with an infiltrate under the front optic 
of the KPro. The infiltrate was cultured 
and was positive only for Staphylococcus 
epidermidis. The patient was started 
on topical vancomycin but did not 
improve. She subsequently developed 
vitreous opacities, visible on fundus 
imaging (Fig. 1). The “string of pearls” 
appearance of the opacities raised the 
suspicion of fungal endophthalmitis. 
She underwent intravitreal injection 
with voriconazole and subsequent pars 
plana vitrectomy several days later. The vitre-
ous aspirates were notable for hyphae on fungal 
staining, making Candida albicans keratitis with 
subsequent endophthalmitis the likely diagnosis.

WRITTEN BY STEPHAN CHIU, MD. PHOTO BY CON-

NIE ZHEN. BOTH ARE AT THE STEIN EYE INSTITUTE, 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES.
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WHAT IS THIS MONTH’S MYSTERY CONDITION? Visit aao.org/eyenet to make your diagnosis in the comments.
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